IN THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
present application: 

1 . (Currently amended) A manager server for centrally managing a plurality of storage 
servers for data replication, the manager server comprising: 

a storage facility to store a data structure representing a plurality of data 
replication relationships for the plurality of storage servers, wherein each data 
replication relationship identifies data to be replicated and a destination to which the 
data is to be replicated, and each data replication relationship includes one or more 
relationship attributes: 

a network adapter to connect the manager server to a network, the network 
including^ the plurality of storage servers, the plurality of storage servers implementing 
a the plurality of data replication relationships; and 

a processor to establish a replication policy for each data replication relationship, 
based on the one or more relationship attributes of said each data replication 
relationship and to apply the replication policy to one or more storage servers 
implementing the corresponding data replication relationship. 

a storag e faci li ty to cont a in a data structur e r e pr e s e nt i ng th e p l ura li ty of data 
r e p li cat i on r e lat i onships to e nabl e a us e r to c e ntra ll y manag e th e p l ura li ty of data 
r e p li cation r e lat i onships. 

2. (Canceled) 
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3. (Currently amended) The manager server of claim 12, wherein each data replication 
relationship comprises information about a data source and a data destination, and at 
least one replication policy comprises an update schedule that specifies how often the 
data source should be replicated at the data destination. 

4. (Original) The manager server of claim 3, wherein at least one replication policy 
comprises a throttle that specifies an amount of bandwidth that a scheduled data 
replication can consume. 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Currently amended) The manager server of claim 1 , wherein each storage server 
automatically reports one or more data replication relationships regarding data that the 
each storage server stores; and 

the processo r manag e r s e rv e r us e s th e n e twork adapt e r to updat e updates t he 
data structure stored in the storage facility, based on changes in the reported data 
replication relationships i mp le m e nt e d by th e p l ura li ty of storag e s e rv e rs . 

7. (Original) The manager server of claim 1, wherein the data structure comprises a 
database. 

8. (Currently amended) The manager server of claim 1 , further comprising wherein 
a ll ow i ng th o user to c o ntra ll y m a nag e th o p l ural i ty of d a ta r e p li cation re l at i onships 
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compris e s prov i ding a graphical user interface to tho data structur e to receive a user's 
input in relation to the replication policy . 



9. (Currently amended) The manager server of claim 8, wherein the graphical user 
interface allows a user to_author replication policies that can be applied to one or more 
of the plurality of storage servers data rop li cation r el at i onsh i ps . 

10. (Original) The manager server of claim 1 , wherein the storage servers comprise file 
servers. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) A method for centrally managing a plurality of storage servers 
for data replication, the method comprising: 

creating a data structure representing a plurality of data replication relationships for the 
plurality of storage servers, wherein each data replication relationship identifies data to 
be replicated and a destination to which the data is to be replicated, each data 
replication relationship includes one or more relationship attributes, and the plurality of 
storage servers implement the plurality of data replication relationships; 

creating a replication policy for each data replication relationship, based on the 



r o plicat i on transf e r ; and 

applying the replication policy to one or more a plurality of data rop l icat i on 
r e lat i onsh i ps bo i ng i mp l ement e d by a plural i ty of storage servers which implement the 
corresponding data replication relationship . 




ne or more attributes of said each data replication relationship 
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12-14. (Canceled) 



15. (Currently amended) The method of claim U_44, wherein each data replication 
relationship comprises information about a data source and a data destination, and at 
least one replication policy comprises an update schedule that specifies how often the 
data source should be replicated at the data destination. 

16. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1144, wherein at least one replication 
policy comprises a throttle that specifies an amount of bandwidth that a scheduled data 
replication can consume. 

17. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1144, further comprising: 

obtaining information about data replication relationships from the plurality of 
storage servers regarding data that the storage servers store; and 

updating the data structure based on changes in the data replication 
relationships according to the information from i mpl e m e nt e d by the plurality of storage 
servers. 

18. (Canceled) 

19. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1143, wherein the data structure 
comprises a database. 
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20-27. (Canceled) 



28. (New) A method for centrally managing a plurality of storage servers for data 
replication, the method comprising: 

obtaining information from the plurality of storage servers about data replication 
relationships of data which the plurality of storage servers store, each data replication 
relationship including one or more relationship attributes; 

establishing a replication policy for each data replication relationship based on 
the obtained information, including the one or more relationship attributes; and 

applying the replication policy to one or more storage servers implementing the 
corresponding data replication relationship. 

29. (New) The method of claim 28, obtaining information from the plurality of storage 
servers comprises receiving reports automatically sent by the storage servers about the 
data replication relationships. 

30. (New) The method of claim 28, obtaining information from the plurality of storage 
servers comprises scanning configuration files stored on the storage servers to collect 
the information about the data replication relationship. 

31. (New) A manager server for centrally managing a plurality of storage servers for 
data replication, the manager server comprising: 

a database; 
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a network adapter to connect the manager server to a network, the network 
including the plurality of storage servers; and 

a processor, coupled to the database and the network adaptor, to obtain 
information from the plurality of storage servers about a plurality of data replication 
relationships for the plurality of storage servers, each data replication relationship 
including one or more relationship attributes, to store the plurality of data replication 
relationships in the database, to establish a replication policy for each data replication 
relationship based on the obtained information, including the one or more relationship 
attributes, and to apply the replication policy to one or more storage servers 
implementing the corresponding data replication relationship over the network. 

32. (New) The manager server of claim 31 , wherein the processor obtains information 
from the plurality of storage servers by receiving reports automatically sent by the 
storage servers about the plurality of data replication relationships. 

33. (New) The manager server of claim 31 , wherein the processor obtains information 
about the plurality of data replication relationships from the plurality of storage servers 
by scanning configuration files stored on the storage servers. 
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